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RISUSE OF TH

CENTRAL PARK’ SHABBINESS
DUE TO PUBLIC INDIFFERENCE.

fiitle emprehonsion of the True Purposes
of the (ity's Breathing Spots —Eternal
Vigllance the Price eof Preserving
the Parks Frem Vaodals' Schemes.

“The present shabby condition of Central
Park seems to be due entirely to the lack
of genuine interest shown by the people
themselyes in the preservation of this
most beautiful breathing spot,” sald a
veteran employee of the landscape garden-
ing department the other day. *“Itisenough
o break one's heart to see the way in
which this almost perfect plece of land-
soape architecture is allowed to get sloppy
and dnwn at the heels, to have its
ruined by the chains on automobile wheels,
its ponds and lakes made stagnant and
filled with sewage and its lawns devastated
by taoughtleas crowds.

“1f the soil was not so light it would not
makesmuch difference how many children
and grown people were allowed to romp
over the lawns, but under the circum-
stances in order to preserve the beauty
of the park rigid restrictions should be
maintained all through the season for the
preservation of the sod. People do not
seem to appreciate what are the true
purposes of parks in crowded cities.

“Parks in my estimation are merely
places for rest and recreation, and the
nearer to nature they conform the better
adapted they are for the purposes for
which they are created. In spite of the
great beauty of Central Park and the
eviaent intention of its designers to make
it as restful as possible our people have
make it largely a great parade ground for
the rich in their carriages and automobiles
and a loafing place for petty crooks and
men and women out of work.

“Automobiles, particularly those with
chains on the tires, should never be per-
mitted in the park and the commissioner
who attempted to prohibit all machines
showed that, although he had to yield in
the end, he appreciated in a measure the
purposes for which breathing places like
Central Park are or ought to be maintained.
One does not go there to be choked by
foul gases or to watch touring cars tear by
at a speed that is a menace to life and limb.
They get all they want of that kind of ex-
citement in other parts of the city.

“How incongruous it is when you stop
to think about it to see these huge machines
racing through scenes of great natural
heauty which were designed with an eye
single to quiet restfulness. The bull in
the china shop is quite mild in comparisen.
Yet in pleasant weather those who seek
the park to rest or to study nature find
it difficult to get out of the range of these
malodorous flyers. They areubiquitous, and
often the air is befouled for half an hour
by a single machine.

“It is curious also what impressions
many people have, some of them otherwise
intelligent enough, about the use of parks.
In a crowded city like New York, for in-
stance, where real estate is so exoceedingly
valuable, many hard headed business men
cannot see why 8o much valuable space is
left unimproved, so that when there is
any talk about a new building there are
always those who advocate putting it in a
park, thus saving the price of a site.

“QOur little City Hall Park is a striking
example of this. It was none too large
when it extended to Ann street on the
south and free and clear to Chambers strest
on the north to show the graceful and im-
pressive lines of the City Hall. But the
vandals descended upon it and, like their
progenitors of old, grass never grew again
where their horses trod.

“Iustead in the open space there sprang
such architectural monstrosities as the
dungeonlike Federal Buildingand the Tweed
oourt house, not to say anything about the
hideous brownstone building and the ram-
shackle fire station, The fire station is now
gone, a8 is the rickety old structure that
used to house all the valuable records of
the city.

“They would be standing yet if the ne-
cessities of the subway construction had
not compelled their demolition. As for the
Federal Building, the Government of course
will never restore the site to park purposes,
and it will likely be years and years before
a new court house is built.

“It was a penny wise and pound foolish
idea, even fromn a materiai standpoint, to

- destrov the beauty of the space around
the City Hall, for had the municipal officials
granted sites elsewhere the property taken
for the buildings would by this time have
increased enormously in value., And then
to these were added the twin eyesores
on the Mail street side.

“But the spirit of vandalism, as far as
parks are concerned, seems to be ever
rampant in the most thickly settled parts
of Manhattan, where these breathing spots
are most needed. I have watched the
E‘r‘owth of the small park system and I

ve rejoioed in its extension, but it makes
me rather sad to see the uses some of them
are put to,

“The edge of one of them was used for a
lu"ﬁ time as a fish market for pushecart
pedlers, and the odor that arose from their
wares and refuse grew finally so sickening
that it threatened to poison the atmosphere
of the whole neighborhood. use
for a park, isn't it?

“The politiciane, who pose ns the friends
of the Rao-pnl. fought for the retention
of this filthy market in the k, but the
pressure brought by the un{:nl;ent people
and other East Side workers finally com-
pelled the officials to put the fish market
under the Williamsburg Bridge.

“Other emall parks are taken up with
ap tus for athletio exercises in spite
of the fact that a large proportion of the

people for whose benefit these parks were

d ed, such as women, girls and small

n, oan't use the apparatus.

“I can well remember the persistence
with whioh small parks in the congested
sections were fought when the idea was
first advanced. tever oredit there is
for the scheme belongs almost entirely
to Jacob A, Riis, who was then a Police
Headquarters reporter. It was his co
and {utienoo that was responsible for
ereotion of the first small park, whioh is at
Mulberry Bend.

“Not only did this afford & breathing

in one of the most orowded sections
of the city, but it made imperative the tear-
ing down of & row of tenements t were
the most prolific breeders of orime in the
metropolis, But the idea is making slow
progress comparatively, There ought to

Le pr.nt;re of these parks devoted purely

o par ;

“The . iudloa against using so muoh
land in the city proper was prevalent long
hefore Manhattan was so populous. History
has it that when Centrs! Park was fret
laid out there was & mighty roar of protest
against taking so large an ares for park
purnposes,

“Real estate sharps and others who
foresaw the rapid growth of the population
said it was nothing short of folly to devote

wn large & tarritary ta & hrasthing nlaoe
and the scheme to cut off the north of
Seventy-second streest found many re-
speotable and influential backers. It was
only the sonrage of the original Park Com-
mission thmt saved the scheme from such
# fate, Fanoy Central Park squeezed
in between Fifty-ninth and Seventy-seocond
streete and the upper sections oow by
residences, stores and apartment houses!
Yet the respectable arfd influential oltizens
who favored the scheme to destroy the
usefitlness of the park have their suocessors
m-«lnrv. and thev are the hardest class
of &l to deal with in the matter of pre-
sorving Central Park intact from vandsl
schemes. Bome of Lhe most unwarrant
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essio
“Take the to cut off a strip of the
west side of park for a speedway. is
was somo of the

:r'grovll
e park board, ough
it was pointed out that the making of such
a drive would ruin the beauty of the park
forever. It was only after the public had
been arcused to the enormity of the proposed
forbidding the R of O
or| ou ro of the
speedway in the 5

“A recent scheme to take a wide strip
on the east side of the park in order to
1:zizs & boulevard of Fifth avenue from
Fifty-ninth street to 110th etreet was also
favored by many rich and influential people,
among them some of the owners of private
houses along the line, who didn't care a
rap for the old brown wall or whether
the beauty of the design of the park as a
whole was spolled forever., They simply
wanted a broader street without cost to
set off more effectively their homes, and,
of course, looked to the park to get it.

“Still another project involving the de-
struoction of the southern end of the park,
which contains no end of natural beauty,
was favored by the late Gen. Collis, who
was Com oner of Public Works in
Mayor Strong's term, and other gentle-
men of military ideas. Their plan was to
h::ddﬂﬂo"thu”dom.' del‘troy‘h the trees
a up the depressions for the
of bullding & huge esplanade of pup;mlt
?n which soldiers could drill and proceseions

orm.

“There is no end to the schemes that
have been invented and pushed to subordi-
nate the heauty of the park to the utilitarian.
You can’t drive it into the heads of some
men that the best thing to do is to let the
park alone, .

“Once a school commissioner proposed
to take one of the beautiful meadows on the
West Side where the sheep used to graze
and tuwin its grass covered surface into a
huge profile map of the world so that the
pupils of the public schools could study
geography from it. Amother school com-
missioner wanted a huge seotion of another
meadow on which to raise wheat, corn, oats
and the like in order that the poor children
of the crowded district might seewreal grain
growing.

“There are hundreds of other foolish
sochemes that I could mention, but [ believe
I have said enough to prave that eternal
viwilanoe is the prioe of preserving Central
Park. Conditions have improved very
much since the Municipal Art Commission
was formed and a landscape architect ap-
pointed without whose assent no statues
oawn be erected or lines of conformation
chaneed,

“Since then we have had no images put up
that are the work of stoneiiasons, but the
old freaks of soulpture are standing still,
and it would be a relief to the eyes of the
artistic portion of the community if some
of them were torn down, either leaving the
space free or filling it with statues worthy
of the highest achievement of artists.”

TURKEY IN CHURCH. :
Steries of Amusing Experiences Told by

Although the average person would
scaroely look for humor in church services,
ludiorous incidents arise now and again
which make it an extremely difficult matter
for the officlating clergymen to preserve
the solemnity of the occasion and maintain
& dignified countenance. How many men,
for instance, could have successfully re-
sisted the Impulse to laugh outright if
placed in the circumstances related by a
clerioal correspondent of the Church Family
Nevspaper!

This correspondent tells how he had
Just commenoced taking service one SBunday
in a village in southern Manitoba, when
on looking down the aisle he saw to his
consternation that a turkey had strayed
into the church. “The novelty of the
situation filled me with an almost uncon-
trollable desire to laugh,” the minister
continues: “so partly on this acoount I
resolved to ask the church warden to eject
the intruder. But before I ocould do so
a dog = and seated himself just
ind(f: tb:pm Visions of a turkey-’dog
:zunbblo forced me to abondon ideas of

ensive operations.

*“Meanwhile, it must be admitted, the
turkey was behaving itself most devoutly
exoept that when the congregation s
up it exhibited symptoms of perturbation
by protruding ité feathers and stretching
upward ite neck to the furthest limit.
1 ine the difficulty of preaching before
that l:udnnd tl:mluhlnln. oms'll.l equﬁlbglurlél..
espect when we sang ‘Ha
That Slng’ and Fly.! Fortunatel mturkey
did not take the hint,but ned quietly
seated on the floor to the end of the service,
when it walked out with the people.”

Aooording to the same paper, the Rev. W,
ton, formerly vicar of Christ Church,

West Bromwich, and now in New Zealand,
was preachi in a strange church one
Bunday eve . While he was having

supper at the vicarage afterward a ring

came at the beii. The maid entered an
said: *“Please, sir, there is a man at the door
who says he wants to speak to the preacher,”
The clergyman, thinkin(t:ﬁ_ was going to
interview some one who been touched
by some he had said in his sermon,
ﬁOt up with ty and went into the hall,

mio saw a tall, powerful look man,
“Well, my man, what can I do for you?®
“Well, sor, I was thinking while I wae a-lis-
tening to yer preaching as bov‘rﬂyou might
have a r of trousers as would fit me.”
Both were over six feet in height.

Wed oeremonies are often attended
by amusing incidents, The following is
told of a small village church, The father
of the bride, & simple v er, came to give
her nwg, in long black frock coat
and with a tall hat, When the clergyman
put the question, “Who giveth this woman
to be married to this man?” the poor father
was lost for the moment, but roooverlr?
himself, he touched his forelock and said,
*I do, mate."

BLDVB CIOCK MENDER.

Has No Difficulty In Deing Expert Repalr
Work.

Charles Waltery, who lives on Argentine
Boulevard, Armourdale, is an expert clook
repairer, although he is totally blind, says
the Kansas City Star. Mr . Walters was gradu-
ated from the Kansas State Institution for
the Blind twelve years ago. Clook repairing
{s ot taught in that school. Mr, Walters
learned it shortly after graduation and has
sinoe been engaged in the business.

He took & oourse in plano tuning in the
State Institution and he still does some of
this work. Suocoess in ‘tuning musical in-
struments depends almost entirely on the
ears and the eyes are not an important fao-
tor. Many blind people follow this pro-
fession. Mr, Walters takes the more pride
in his olock repairing because few blind
people have attained success in this line
of work,

It is lnmﬂnx.w watch Mr.
repair a clook. bhe takes
he does not place
rsru in order before him, as one might
magine he would. They are piled to-
pt‘.'ber o&.th? t:bh. but 'b??ucb. be, l;l'

oloo wmha- no -
g:x'ln ﬂ finding the parts as he wants them.
When he piocks up the wheels and other
delioats parts and adjusts them without
any hesitation it seems as though he works
largely by intuition,

“No, [ can't fix a watch,” said Mr. Walters.
“There is, of course, a limit to the sense of
touch. The parts of a watch are so small
and delvsate that wney cannot be adyusted
without the use of the evesight. In most
cases the eyes must be supplemented by &
a\;.plryi glass. But ] can fiz any clook

t's e.
*“1 have felt that If I bad my eyesight
1 would rather be an expert jewe
and watoh repairer than anything else,
Hinoe I was a small boy I have a special
fondness for taking intricate maohinery
and putting it together again, Now
when I have no clooks to fix and am Jone-
some for something to do [ will get out
ono of the old olooks I have on hand and
take It apart and put it back together just
for the p 1 find in the wori.'

= 0LUB RULES WADE 10 ORD:R

A MEMBER WHO WAS ALLOWED
TO PAY CASH DAILY.

Ansther Whe Got a Country Club te Let Him
Out of Signing Checks~The Younhg
Governer Who Teok Care of a Deiln-
quent—Making Money by Hiring Caba.

Even the rules of New York clubs are not
inflexible. It was not long ago that one of
them went so far out of its usual routine
as to allow an older member to pay oash
for everything he had. His case was out
of the ordinary. He was not young, he
was all but alone in the world, as his only
relative, a sister, lived in the Bouth, and his
day was spent in the clubhouse. One day
he went to ons of the governors and asked
for a few minutes.

“You see,” he said, “I am an old man.
There are not many years before me in this
world. I have all my affairs ready to leave.
I have not a debt in the world.

“There is one thing, however, that troubles
me. I have to wait every month before I
pay my bills here. Couldn't the house
committee make some arrangement by
which I could pay every night when I go
away? That would be a great relief to me
and 1 could sleep much bétter with the
knowledge that I had settled up everything
for the day."”

Such a request had never been made be-
fore. It was necessary to have the house
committee take action on it. The governor
told him, however, that he would bring it
up before the members. They granted
the permission and the cashier daily made
out the statement for this member.

Another clubman had somewhat the
same sort of requesttomake of the govern-
ing committee of & country club in the
neighborhood of New York. He one day
approached the cashier with the request
that he might make some arrangement
by which it would not be pay, pay, pay
from the time he got to the club until he
went back to New York.

“It is the rule that all charges in the club-
house and for the game,” said the cashier,
“must be signed for before the member
leaves the club.”

“That is all very well,” the member re-
plied, “but it is a great nuisance to mé to
have to sign a check for my caddie, for a
pew golf ball if I need one, for a glass of
shandygaff, for a newspaper and a stage
to carry me to the station. I counted up
the other day and I had signed ten checks
before 1 left here.

“Now I coms here*for recreation. I don't
want to think of business even to the extent
of writing my name on paper for what I
have had.”

The cashler said that he could do nothing
about it and suggested that the matter
be put before the board of governors, who
had the say in such matters as there was
no separate house committee. The mem-
ber did this and now signs no checks.
He doesn't even have to see them, as every
expense he has is reported at the office
and the cashier enters them in an account
kept in his name. Now for the first time
he enjoys the complete freedom from
responsibility that he sought.

Often rules are not striotly enforced

t members of long standing, and one
story of that kind is told of a olub which
{s supposed to be the most difficult to get in
of all in New York. There a member was
chronically in arrears for his dues as well
as for his house charges. It was impossible
with the beet will in the world for his friends
to overiook the matier any longer. All the
members had known him for years and
tbo‘ovu-nouvho.vhuhct!wy liked him
or not, had been acquainted with him from
the time they came into the olub as young-
sters, finally realized that he would have
to be suspended, that official action would
have to be taken. It might stir him to some
new method of finding the means to pay’
hie charges. He was present on the night
the fateful meeting was to be held. He was
seated, moreover, where he commanded a
view of the staircase. He saw all the gov-
ern ors wander up to their room. Only one
was still downstairs,

It was he, however, that the delinquent
was waiting for. He was the youngest

overnor in the club and in him alone lay
Bo e Finally this man. who had known
the delinquent ever sinoce he first became
& member of club as one of the oldest

members, started upstairs to room.,
I uickly into hall.
The man elipped g el Gfter

*1 would not be surp
apologizing briefly, “if my name should
be mentioned &t the EovVernois' mesiing
to-night. In fact, I am a little behind in

house charges after a great many years
:;ymembenhlp the olub. Now, It{n ht
that as a governor you might look out for

me—seo t no lummu.'i taken,
In & few days it will be all right and I will
be in a position to attend to the account

e 'y

oun, vernor swelled with im-
runoyﬁ. 'I'o?e addressed in this way
g; one of the oldest members on the way
to attend his first board m him
realize how much of a man he must be.
He did not know that every other governor
bhad been importuned for this same favor
until he was weary and the board was now
ready to take final action.

“I will keep dyour request in mind, Mr,
A——" he said. “You may rely on my
interest in your behalf.”

With the utmost dignity the member in
arrears thanked him and went home. For
various reasons he did not want to see
the Jovomorl when they ocame down.

“We'll have to take some actlon to-night
in the case of old man A——," the chairman
was uqng an hour later at the board meet-
ing. “You know he's 'way behind again—
more than ever. He'll never pay up unless
we do something that will scare him. I
:luppon it will have to be suspension this

me."

This was the cue for the new governor,
who had not opened his bead until that
time, but had only shaken it to show that
he assented. He cleared his throat so as
to make suroe that his voloce would not go
back on him,

“I would like to have any hou..oh.zu
that there may be against Mr.A——." he said,
as the others ® at him in astonish-
ment, “transferred to my aocount. I will
be responsible for any such until he may
be ready to meet them."

Then he took his seat satisfied that he
had, by looking after the welfare of an old
member, made his first appearance as a
governor under proper auspices. The
other governors looked from one to an-
other, but to their credit did not smile.
The young governor did have sufficient
eeuse of humor to laugh himeelf, however,
when put into possession of all the facts
about Mr, A——,

It was the constitutional inability of an-
other club member to pad his club debts
that led to the abolition of one clubhouse
rule whioch had been established for the
benefit of the members. It was known as
the carriege cheok rule. When & member
arrived in & cab at the olub and wanted a
servant to pay the man for him, it was
oustomary to hand the member & ¢

cash. amount of the fare ocould then
be pald and the member recelved the
shangs. On the club acocunt stocd 88 o

his name.

*The man who led to the abolition of this
old rule,” one of the members was saying
the other night, “had very little money but
a very exalted social ition. It was
always said that he and a brother lived
uome‘vhm in & hall hodroom‘wfd did tgsdr
oooking on a gas stove. of grandeur
that remained to one of the brothers was his
membership In the alub.

*He was never known to use it, however,
except for his correspondence and for the
view he evidently en'loyod from the Fifth
avenue windows, He was there every
afternoon from ¢ to 6. Many of the mem-

aotion is’

bers who knew how smull his incorue had

Vi 1 g L SO ‘\',.‘u.'.
hecome vond::l'bmho the
money to pay mwdtn"w“hm
coramittee happened to know better than:
anybody else, exdept one or two of the olub
employees. ’
were familiar with the old man's
habit of taking a cab At some point very
near the club, His usual place was about
three Nﬂl away where there was a cab
stand. cost of riding to the clubhouse
t';x.:t talyh:g oents, dmousl we sus ¢
& cabman under engagemen

to dn it for much less. %
“The hansom drove up to the door and
the old man, with as much dignity as if
had never done it before, would walk

up.tpd-upomdnytothodoo

rman:
James, heck, please. I ha
f o fhes b |~'I‘ho Manhattan, known as the Standard

boy took dowa the money and |

ing but large bills.’
nothing but large

a
into the old member's ot went the
change. Whether it '"Po“fw or not we
never knew, since we thought he got cut
oo MR B R e

n ann nes
of $150. The ?uubloup.yof meeting the
house char, or the cab checks never
bothered him much. He could pay them
off by as his meagre income
came in to him, It was the necessity of
raising such a large amount at once that
was & problem that he had solved by means
of the cab checks. It was his use of them
that led to the abolition of the old rule

and brought in the present arrapgement
by which the checks for cabs are paid like
any others.”

POLICE WERE ON THE JOI.

London Visiter Cenvineed of the Efficie ¢y
(f the ew York Ferce.

Down in the old Ninth ward—far west
of Broadway and south of the lower fringe
of the artificial palm belt—there still exists
an old fashioned chop house where bad
music and gilt ceilings have not been sub-
stituted for good ocooking and inteliigent
service. In addition to the front entrance
the place has a door in the rear, opening
out on a side alley. On this second exit
hinges the story of how a former head of
the New York police force became con-
firmed in the opinion that he had the very
finest police foroe in all the world.

When the superintendent, as the chief
of police was then called, first began to
dine at this little chop house there was
oonsternation among the policemen of
that and neighboring posts, for many of
them were in the habit of dropping in there
for refreshment at times when they should
have been on duty.

Their discomfiture was not for long,
however. Some wise cop with all the in-
stinots of a good detective, familiar with
the door on the alley, devised a plan whereby
he and his companions were epabled to
enjoy thelr evening chop and ale without
fear of detection by their chief. s

His scheme, like all good schemes, was
simple. When the man on post—one man
was always left outside—spied the super-
intandent ocoming around the corner he
would walk nonchalantly by the ochop
house, giving the wink to Johnny, the
cashier, who sat at the desk by the door.
Johnny in turn would tip off the dining cops,
thus giving them ample time to slip out the
back way and through the alley while
the insuspecting superintendent sauntered
in by the front entrance.

One evening, just after some policemen
had slipped out in response to the cus-
tomary warning, the superintendent en-
tered with a guest. The guest was a Lon-
don inspector who had been sent to this
country to study our methods.

“Well, you may say what you like,” the
Englishman said as the waiter was clearing
away the dishes, “but 1'd be willing to
wager vou ten of your American dollars
that if we were to step around the corner
right now and call for help there wouldn't
be a bobby within hail.”

The waiter began to prick up his eare.

“You're on with that bet,” said the super-
intendent. “As soon as we've had our

coffee we'll just step around the gorner
here and try it. And if you don't find
that inside of—- "
e e Bab o thoues be.
© sna ngers as though he
ouddonf; rememibered something and hur-
ried toward the kitchen. -
“Say,” he blurted out to the oook, “tell
CGleorge to serve the Chief's coffee and to
uakia wh blamed time about it, too! I can't
wait."

Refore the astonished cook had time to
ask an explanation the waiter was darting
up the alley in search of the man on post.
Luokily he knew where to find him.

“Listen,” he ﬁnpod. And he breath-
lessly related what he had just heard in

the ohop house.
“Gee!” exclaimed the oo;la. “When?
Whereabouts? Hold 'eny as long as y'

will yer?”

ith Shat he was off in search of the

men on neighboring posts, and they in

turn hunted up siiil ovhers.

. Baok in the chop house the superin«

tendent was apologizing to the irspector.
“I'm sorry the service has been so

here to-night. I've never known it to be

like this ore. Well, and now for our

bet,” he said

can,
W

when he had at last sucoseded

in petting his out.
around the corner to a quiet
the block.

good place. Now I'll grab ou by the
:bouldorg and you yell for holp.’ Good and
loud, mind you, 1un as & man naturally

uld know,
"?’ho'&:oduhhmm drew a deep breath and

started in:
“Helr! Help! Murder! Mur—"*
But he no further.
Scrambling up out of areaways, tumblin
down out of doorways—oops, cops, cope—it
as though every nook and corner in

the borhood were raining fat cops.
Bim Biff. They beat in the su-
perintendent’s hat.

Then, as each one apparently saw who it
was, he drew off with “Oh, the superin-
tendent! Sorry, sir,” and started in to beat
up the superintendent’s English friend.

“Well,* admitted the battered London in-
spector when explanations had been made
and it was sll over, * m'n?ru.lnlymn
ve n.

“Finest in the world,” declared the super-
intendent, windn‘g slightly as he started to
expand with pride.

Landiubbers' Ancher.
From the Philadeiphia Bulletin,

Capt. Bealby of the Cretic was talking
about the nautical ignorance of the average
tourist,

*] onoe overheard a tourist.,” he said, “ask
her husband where their daughter was.

“‘In the blunt end of the ship,’ the husband
answered.

“Still worse, thoufh * Capt. Sealby oon-
tinued, “was the naut oal ignorance of a couple
of landsmen who went sailing.

“These greenhorns for anchor a lot of
stones tied up in & burlap bag. When lunch
time came the skipper called to his mate:

t ng:borl
*The other heaved the anchor overboard,
but §n the act the burlap split and the stones
sanX to the bottom, while the bag floated.
skmrer.' said the man, after watching the
bag & little while, ‘the anchor won't sink.
“Mt:" o be' nfr ki bly, ‘tak
“‘Here,' s& e skipper, capably, ‘take
this pole and shove ber down.'”

Petitions to an Emperor,
Prague correavondence Pall Mall Gazetls,
One of the most Interesting features of
the Emperor's visit which ended to-day
was the number of petitions which were,
80 (0 speak, tuown wi biis during bis foiis
nlght's stay, Scarcely once did his Majesty
drive out from the Hradschin without some-
body attempting to present an appeal, Us-
ually the petitioner was a small child and
oocaslonally & woman, Most of the requests
were for pecunlary assistance. The Fm.
pgor was always extremely oourteous, and
when, as frequently happened, the {etter
gmnd the cu—nncdux fell I?’w the road
mlnvnrlably ordered the coachman Lo stop
t%Lﬂhcdooumentwu rought to him
e hounehold chancery s now dealing
with something more !nlnn hundred petitions
unceremonlous’ y‘.?ru-nted. All  of
them are carefully Investigated, and when-
ever [t Is possible something (e done for the
spplicant.

“PINAPORE'S PIRS HONE HERE |

RECORD OF THE MANHATTAN:

THEATRE, JUST (1OSED.

In Et the Gilbert and Sallivan Craze Started
—~@iher Notable Productions There
—Victssitndes of the Princess, Going
Inte 'Trade—Pays and Payers

Two theatres that possess u certain
historical interest for New Yorkers have
closed thelr doors and will soon disappear.

during the golden days of its career, will be
destroyed altogether within a short time,
and the serial perch, called during its last
stage the Princess Theatre, has retired
altogether from the arts and will go into
trade. ;

The Manhattan was cpened by Josh
Hart as the Eagle on October 19, 1875, Its

| first seasons were not notable, otherwise

Hart would not have given up the theatre,
and William Henderson when he took it
would not have changed the name so
promptly to the Standard, the title by
which it was known during the greater
part of its existence.

Mr. Henderson was a manager who had
made his reputation at Pitteburg. The
first play with which he attracted the
patronage of the public wes “Our Boarding
House," ‘which carried those two young
ocomedians, Robson and Crane, into a wider
sphere than they had known before.

The next notable production was a play
written by the wife of the manager, Mrs.
Ettie Henderson, now manager of the
Academy of Music in Jersey City. It was
called “Almost a Life” and had o !cng run
here as well as in the other cities to which
it was taken. Maude Cranger, then an ad-
mired beauty and one of the city's favorite
actresses, had the leading role, although
she shared honors with Rose Osbotn, who
ceased to act soon afterward.

Eben Plympton was a matinée idol in
those days, and others associated with
these actors in the cast were Gustavus
Leviok, Ben Maginley, B. T. Ringgold,
Harry Eytinge and Charles Leclerog. It
would be difficult to collect to-day so many
performers equally famous. The .piece
as well as the production made a sensa-
tional success in its timé.

It was in the next season of its existence
that the golden period of the theatre came
in. Those were its Gilbert and Sullivan
days.

James Duff, father-in-law of Augustin
Daly and a manager of a comic opera com-
pany, as well as a theatre owner, had the
rights to an English work known as “H.
M. 8. Pinafore"—at least he thought he
had the rights, although it turned out
afterward that nobody had., He sug-

to Henderson that they produoe
the work at the Standard, as he had open
time there.

This happened, of course, in the days
when New York playhouses had managers
and pot janitors. So it happened that
the two got together,and on January 9,
1879, produced, in all innocence of what
was going to follow, “Pinafore.” Within a
few months the opera was running simul-
taneously at four theatres. But they
oould not be expected to know all that in
advanoe,

It was & notable cast that introduced the
work here, and was made up about equally
of singers and actors. The Sir Joseph was
Thomas Whiffen, who died a few years ago
and has left a son of the same name wﬁo
shows something of the family talent. His
wife, who then called herself ton
and is now the admired mother of society
e e e euing per”

en n.
Eva Mil 5 piue I‘I’ld V:rfmp::‘gar-

s sang Jose
beau, who looked about 22 at the Actors’

Fair last week, was Hebe. She was then
just_out of one of the public schools—the
old Twelfth street school, which also sent to
the stage Zelie Lussan.

William Davidge, lent by Augustin Daly
from his stock company, was Dick Deadeye,

and H Laurent the Ralph. The success
of “ 'ore” is historic.
J. K. Emmet came in afterward for a

brief intermission of drama, if “Fritz" was
a before more ‘operetta. Plan-
quette's “Rip Van Winkle,” which intro-
duoed Richard Mansfleld to New York
audienoces, and “Les Manteaux Noirs,” sung
by the same company that came from Lon-
don to produce these operas, failed to find
an g like the success of “Pinafore” or
“Billee Taylor,” which was the operetta
that came after Fritz Emmet. Carrie Bur-
ton, then a girl with a beautiful voice that
lasted her only a few seasons, was the great
suoccess of “Billee Taylor,” although Alice
Burville, a noted London beauty, was in the
cusi, aiong with Xwee Chappeil,

The lustre of the Gilbert and Sullivan days
returned with “Patience,” which was pro-
duoced in 1881, Carrie Burton was the
heroine, and the gigantic Augusta Roche
came over to lin% Lady Jane. William
Carleton was the Captain at first, while
James n sang Grosvenor. Later Carle-
ton sang Grosvenor and Barton retired from
the cast. J. H. Ryley was Bunthorne.

“Patience” lasted until “Iolanthe,” from
the same writers, was ready. Again Ryley,
Carleton and Augusta Roche were in the
cast, and Marie Jansen was the beautiful
fairy of the operetta, which never duplicated
the suocess of the two that came before it.
In the years that followed the Gilbert and
Bullivan productions were transferred to
other theatres,

There was an unauthorized production
of “The Mlk:ldo'ur: the Standard l;: I')ﬁ
This was ynder management o %
who. put into it all the noted singers of
English opera that could be found, including
Zelda Seguin at Katisha. The theatre had
passed then into the direction of Brooks &
Dickson.

In 18908 it was destroved by fire, and when
it was rebuilt J, K, Hill was its manager.
One of its good turns at this time came in
1888-89, when the first of the Gaiety Theatre
oom| s came here to produce a burlesque
just as it was done in London,

troupe reallv was the company from
the Gaiety and brought all its favor here
in their prime. Fred Leelie, and Nellie
4 pened in “M mmc"ﬁxa’ Jr,” bef
panv o n “Monte C W o ore
& small audience which was to witnees for
the first time the skirt dancing that had
made Svivia Gray and Letty Lind famous
London, two women were then
and their | gyrations, en-
novel to Americans, aroused im-
mediate enthusiasm, Marion Hood was
another beauty of the company.

The business steadily increased until the
engagement ended in great financial suo-
oess, The other burlesque was “Miss
&mralgn.' Fred Leslie and the dancing

e B "
It had alwavs been a tradition that the
Standard was on the wrong side of Broad-
wav, and that it was therefore difficult to
make a plece succeed there. It had in faot
much the same renown that the Garden
possesses to-dav. The Gaiety was one of
the companies that filled it to overflowing.
Until Ha n Gray Fiske took the
theatre and named it the Manhattan it had
not besn among the first housee for a decads,
Mrs. Fiske's performances there and the
other engagements during term of
t are too recent to need to be
recalled. The historv of the theatre derives
all its brilllancy chiefly from its first days.
The little theatre known as the Princess
ely had at any other time in ite career
such a success as that which closed its doors.
It was opened as the Ban Francisco Music
Hall on Sa;;t:kmbor 8, 18%4. There Billy
Birch and us and Wambold held sway
for nearly gtnn yur-i N P
They must at one time have pla to large
audiences, although visitors to ,\'vew York as
early at 1870 were astonished at the size of
tho' nudlonoeo‘ 3 It was n‘ot‘\}xlnulull to find
as few as twenty persons in the parquet on &
Baturday night. They were often friends
of the performers, and had sometimes come
to the little theatre as an appropriate re-
treat to recover from a walk uptown by the
ocooktall route of those days,
In 1883 Haverley settled his troupe of min-

the The com-

in
Ol
Tirely!

i E;fouunou of lbsen .
ore the plays of that author took their
place in the regular répertoire.

There Jeff de Angelis, fresh from
Australia, made his first appearance, and
there Alice Harrison, sister of Louis Harri-
son, the comedian, & popular actress of

burlesque, for the time be-
fore her death, in “Ixion, or the at the
Sl e renasoence of Lydia
which survived for

a short time and rested on the pulchritude
of 8 beauties as Pauline Hall and
Isabel Urquhart.

MOTOR ROATS IN TRADE.

tion en the Niger.

Now that gasolene engines are being
made more practical each day and are being
fitted to vessels of all kinds, it ls interest-
ing to note the sucoess that boats are mak-
ing in trade. Two power boats, 56 feet
long, were built some time ago by Thorny-
croft & Company for use on the River
Niger and the Yachting World publishes
an interesting account of what are probably
the first motor boats of comparatively
large size to be empleyed cn the Niger
and its tributaries for carrying cargo and
purposes of communication,

The uses of the power boat using gasolene
engines seem to be limitless and United
States Consuls in their reports o the Gov-
ernment are constantly calling attention
to the field that manufacturers will find
abroad. The Yachling World says:

“These boats, Spider and Sandfly, are
canoe shaped vessels, with very blunt
bows and square sterns, flat bottomed
from end to end, with the exception of a
slight pise fore and aft. They are 56 feet
over all,  feet beam and only 12 inches
draught, fully loaded. They were built en-
tirely by Messrs. John I. Thornycroft &
Company., Ltd., of Chiswick, and were
each fitted with a Thornycroft motor de-
veloping 50 b. h. p. on paraffin and 54 b. h. p.
on petrol. With the exeeption that Spider
is propelled by screws in tandem and Sand-
fly by a stern wheel, the vessels are iden-
tical. The motors have four cylinders,
8 inch diameter by 8 inch stroke, cast in
pairs, with valves arranged symmetrically
on either side, inlet to port and exhaust
starboard, The valves are actuated by
vertical tappeta fitted with rollers on their
lower ends.

“An important feature of these motors
is their accessibility, obtained by the special
form of inspection doors fitted to the crank
case. Two doors are fit on side.
'I‘h&::l whe;o.r:amciweld ‘uluv:h the h‘)hwnf'&r
en ex nclu e cam sha
which may be taken out &¢ the side instead
of being withdrawn longitudinally. To
facilitate this the cam shaft bearings are
made in halves, the bottom part ng
carried by brackets in the main casting
and the tops being held in place by caps.
The tappet rod guides are mounted on the
respective cams, so that as soon as the
former are removed the cam shafts are
left absolutely free,

* Another important feature is the arrange-
ment for runnini.ou petrol or paraffin, as
d . For this purpose four way oon-
nection is fitted to the induction pipe, the
:.'wo ha‘rhonm Prmchu going to"o&'?' oylin-

ers, the u n, leading e par-
affin vaporlnerp ot -ig‘pu'ie downtake pi g‘:o
the petrol carbureter. Each of the latter
pipes is provided with a throttle, so that if

the motor be up on petrol the
vaporizer throttle is kept closed, while if
it 18 desired to over to the heavier

fuel after the motor has warmed up the
gotrol throttle can be closed and the paraf-

n valve opened. Ordinarily the paraffin
vaporizer is heated by the exhaust gases
which are through it; but if no petrol
is available for starting, the motor can be
started from cold in about ten minutes
by means of a paraffin lamp used to heat
the vaporizer. Half compreseion cams
are fitted itg the ox‘hal::t cam shaft to facili-
tate starting up, it being easy to get up a
fair speed gy and umfer this ognditign.
and as soon as the motor begins to fire the
full compression is given, when it picks
up very quickly.

“The first of these boats, the Bpider, was
completed and delivered to the Southern
Nigerian Government in the early summer
of last year, and after inciden delays
due to transport was finally erected and
launched at Old Calabar in July last,

“The first trip was of four hours duration
on July 24, 1908, This was aooompuihod
without a stop and without the least trouble
from the motor, which used ordinary Ameri-
oan exclusively, After this the
boat was put into commission, making
regular runs, towing steel or else native
canoes and delivering mails, &o.

“A notable run was one of 384 miles made
last August, this being aoccomplished in
48 hours 23 minutes, or at an average of
7.68 miles an hour. paraffin con-
sumed was at the rate of 4.6 gallons an
hour—an extremely economical fi unde~
the exceptional oconditions. No petrol
whatever was used on this occasion and the
motor and clutch gave absolutely no
trouble.

“Another very good performance was a
ourney of sixty miles from Itu to Indibe

ch (Afikpo), towing two fully loaded
steel canoes mber 26 and 26 last,
This distance was covered in 14 hours 50
minutes, or at an average speed of about
4 miles an hour against st*eam.

“The following table, showing distances
run, time under way and consumption of
fuel during certain periods, is worthy of

note:
Hours Paraffin

Distance under consumed
Month, (mil+s), way. (gallons).
TUIP,cvsvriosrbvneoanss 180 28.15 107
AURUBE, ., cooviinannens 4d 61.24 1
September. ei. 008 113.59 351
October.. .. a2 .40 2%
November. 916 162.25 b48
December., cery BB2 180,55 504
TOWIB .. ovvvisiananss .44 580.08 1,060

Remarke—Averags hourly consumption
of rarafin =3$.8718 gallons=.805 pints
per b. h. p. per hour,

“The motor Invariably starts as easily
on paraffin as on petrol, and as cost of the
former landed at Calabar is exactly half
that of the latter, the advantages of using
the heavier fuel are enormous, more par-
ticularly so with the very low consumption
shown above, mile'ge act of fuel
works out at an average of about 7xd.
(16 cents). A circumstance which spea
remarkably well for the ease and sim-
mlchy with which this tg‘po of motor may

handled i the fact that hitherto inex-
perienced natives have within a very short
time mastered the details to the extent of
being able to dismantle and reassemble it.
Actually Spider has been running for days
together and several hundred miles from
hs base in charge of a native engineer
only.

Deserted lowa Towns.
From the Burlington Hawkeye,
Our Btate is so young that many are still
in active life who assisted in laying its foun-

aticne and yet we have many desarted vil-
There are probably few of the older
counties in the State that have not their de-
serted villages,

Des Moipes county has several, the most
{mportant of which was Kossuth, a town of
some pretensions In the aorlhern part of the
counl(. It boasted of a fine academy, where
the higher branches wers taught. ft Was &
place of some commercial importance.

“hT the iron horse sought {ts way north-
ward from Burlington It p two miles
to the eastward of Kossuth. Media
began, and it soon beoame 5lppcrom t edi-
apolis that it was most (mportant that I?onmh
be wmri wout. Many of the houses were
gradually moved from Kossuth to the rallrond
town and to-day practically nothing re-
| mains of Kossuth, R

Spider and Sandfly In Use for Transporta- |

DBEEN SHINING SHOES,

But Only In Engine Houses SBouth of Houston
Street—Oldest Unofficial Member of
the Department—Rubbers, Who Does
Mending, Supp les Anether Mystery.

Clustered around the Fire Department
is a curious collection of characters, and
the oldest of them all is Clinker Clinker
shines the shoes of the firemen in the fire-
houses south of Houston street, and this
vear he completed his fortieth year as an
unofficial member of the department.

Clinker is an old man now. Forty years
of shining shoes has bent him over until
he is almost double, with a curious list to
starboard. He doeen’t know how old he
is, but he does know that it was in 1867 that
he first showed up at the old fire house at
Chambers and Centre streots. and for
mally attached himself to the department.

The paid deparimmont was only a few
years old then, Its members wanted to
make a good appearance and overoome
the resentment aroused in some quarters
by the retirement of the vamps, so Clinker
wae formally eurolled as the official shoe
shiner for the department, or part of it;
for Clinker never would go north of Hous-
ton street then and he never has since.

He was born in the old Fourth ward,

would have stopped growing at Houstom
street. In the forty years that Clinker

the fire houses south of Houston street
he has met and become the friénd of men
who have risen to become chiefs and heads
of the department, but once they were
transferred north of Houston street they
were lost to Clinker. H
Chief Bonner was one of Clinker's friends.
Bo was Chief Croker, When Donnsr got
up to Fire Headquarters he thought he
oould prevail on Clinker to come up there
and shine his shoes, promising him lots of
trade. But the old man shook his head.
“No,” he said, “they may oall you chief,

street.”

Bonner and his old friends who have
risen in the ranks and gone up town oooca~
siopally happen in on Clinker when he is
busy polishing shoes downtown, and then
Clinker gives them a shine just to show
that his old hand has not lost its cunning.

Nobody knows just who gave Clinker
the only name he is known by in the depart-
ment. His real name is said to be James
Sullivan. Toere is now no member of the
department who was in it when Clinker
began to shine shoes.

Clinker visits every fire house onoe a day,
hie outfit under his arm, He oollects the
shoes of his customers from under their
beds and polishes them for 50 cents a month,
Tales of a fabulous fortune accumulated
by the old man in the forty years he has
been on the job are told, but they don't
come from Clinker. What is known is
that in that time he has supported two
sisters and brought up and educated their
children.

In the forty years Clinker has been shin-
ing shoes for firemen he has missed only
three days. That was in 1876, the year of
the Philadelphia 'exposition. Clinker was

the exposition Bonner, who was then &
battalion chief, threatened to bring him
up on charges for being absent from the
department without leave. Clinker took
the joke so seriously that he never absented
niinself again.

He wears no coat winter or summer,
but goes in his shirt sleeves. Clinker has
never been to a fire, but he has never missed
the funeral of a fireman that he knew and
always turns up as a mourner.

Almost every fireliouse in the downtown
distriot has a story about Clinker. He is
known from end.to end of the department,
because nearly every fireman and every
officer from the chief down has had his
shoes blacked one time or another by Clinker
when he was doing duty downtown.

On Christmas Day a few years ago the
men of Truck 20, on Mercer street, formally
presented the old man with a big paper
bag from which protruded the legs of an
enormous turkey. It was so big and so
heavy that Clinker almost fell under the
weight of it, but there was something sus-

joious about the bag and people whom

on Broadway began to snicker.
nally Clinker dropped the bag and it
fell with a thud on the pavement. The
legs fell out. That was all there was to
Clinker's turkev, for inside was a brick
wrapped up in gloth. But the firemen made
it un to Clinker afterward.

Another character who attached bimself
to the Fire Department years ago and is
one of its oldest unofficial members is more

The firemen call him Rubbers.

Rubbers i an old man who avpeared
about 1880 and offered to mend the firemen's
rubber ocoats and boots. His services were
acoepted by the firamen, and he now visita
every fire house, The firemen save up old
nieces of hose for the old man, and with themn
he patches their coats and shoes,

Rubbers sleeps in the basement of what-
ever engine house he happens to be in when
night overtakes him. Apparently he has
no home, but what has puzzled the firemen
since he came among them back in 1880 has
been the evidenoe of refinement in his past
which now and then crops out in his con-
versations.

But the old man has alwavs refused to dis-
close his identity and nobodv knows his real
name or where he came from originally.
All that they know is that he has been mend-
ing rubber boots in the department since
most of the present members joined.

There was a period of saven years when
the old man was missing. That was follow-
ing the Park place disaster. The firemen
made a search for him then and found that he
had been seen to enter the restaurant in the
building just before it collapsed. Every-
body gave Rubbers up for dead then.

Pftv)hodv took his place, and one day
seven years later the old man appeared
and started looking over the rubber boots
for holes in one of the enpine houses, Hst
as though nothing had hapnened. )
word was sent all around then that Rubbers
was hack, and the firemen plied him with
auestions as to where he had been, but
Rubbers refused to tell them. Some years
afterward he told them that he had spent
the seven years in Chicaro, txit what he
went there for nobodv knows.

Both Rubhers and Clinker have the
entrance to all the fire houses, and no one
has ever tried to compete with them for the
firemen's trade. They both consider them«
selves members of the department »nd scorn
to olass themselves with tha buffaloes,
as the enthusiastic citizens who have the
oraze to follow the smoke eaters are called.

Some day the two old men will reach
the are limit and will disapnear. Then
the firemen will miss them. Thevare long
past the are limit for real firemen now,
hut it will take more than a Commissioner
to retire them.

Her Boston Tralning.
From the Denver Post

Virge Byram, manager of some sawmills
at Monarch, Col,, was in the city yesterday.
Last summer Mr. Byram entertained a lot of
peopic, most of tham relatives of his, up nt the
mills. Among them was a young lady from
Boston. ‘Ihis summer he expects most «f
them back again. He aeain invitad the
young woman from the Hub, and several
days ago he received a letter from her accepie
ing the invitation,

“Dear Mr. Byram,” the letter sald, "1 shnl!
be delighted to journey wesiward and Join
the party which is to sojourn at yvour inilis
again_this summer, | huw\.r atieer wnli-
tion, Mr. Byram. It is to kill & Robert cr1,
1 am going to bring a fine little 22 calibra
revolver. and (I you find it possible to lel s
shoot a Robert cat T shall be deeply indelitel
to vou, Yirs, &c.”

“She evidmtly means that she wants 'a
ki)l w bobeat ™ wald Mr. Byram, “and h_r"r Hose

tou {rainvag makes her say *Robert.*

BOOTBLACK 10 THE, FIREMGN-

FOR FORTY YEARS CLINKER HAS |

and if Clinker had had his way New York

has been shining the shoes of firemen in .

but there ain't no firemen north of Houston

missing then and when he got back from

of a mystery even than the old shoeblack.
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